
Comma and Semicolon Use

Directions: Punctuate the following sentences correctly using commas and semicolons as needed.  If the sentence is correct as is, circle the number to the left of the sentence.

1. The man who sat closest to the window on the plane asked to switch seats because he was nervous about his first time flying of course I was glad to accommodate him.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 



2. Her new car covered with dents from the hail storm seemed much older and worn out than it was.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 



3. Melissa graduated from high school on Wednesday May 26 1996 and she started college only three short months later.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 



4. Joshua unlike Harvey loves to get his hands dirty consequently he will probably specialize in some automotive field.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 



5. Any student majoring in English must take a variety of courses outside his discipline such as history sociology and philosophy.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 



6. When I was eight we moved to Cincinnati Ohio but it took me almost two years to meet Helen my best friend.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 



7. From my seat in the top row I could not see the ball or the players but I had a clear view of the smartly dressed man beside me.

How many independent clauses are there?
​   How many dependent clauses? 


